BLOCK OF THE MONTH--MAY 2007

BEACH CABANA

For June 2007

          Last month’s black and white “Windswept Geese” inspired 17 members to submit 25 blocks which were won by a delighted Alison Tepper.

          This is the last block of the month for this 2006-07 quilt year,  “sewwww” to launch you into the long awaited summer with thoughts of lazy days by the water side under blue skies, we decided on these cheerful brightly coloured beach cabanas inspired by Kaffe Fassett.

Fabric requirements:  for sky—light to medium sky blue fabric

                                  for cabana—brightly coloured striped fabric  OR  2 -3 fabrics in bold                                                                                                                                                      

                                                         bright colours to piece the cabana unit.

                                 for cabana roof—brightly coloured narrow striped fabric

Assembly:  Sky/roof unit:
From blue sky fabric cut a 6 ½” square.

Cut it in half diagonally from bottom left corner to top right corner.

Save the top left triangle (1) and mark the top edge (T) in the seam allowance.

Take the bottom right triangle and mark bottom edge (B) and right edge (R) in seam allowance.

    Fold it in half and finger press to register the center of the hypotenuse (long diagonal side).

    Cut this triangle in half from the bottom right corner to the marked center of the hypotenuse.

Save the top right triangle (2), making sure the right edge (R) is identified.  (Fig  *)
Use the bottom triangle as a template to cut the roof of the cabana (3) from the narrow striped 

       fabric: place the triangle on the fabric, with the (B) edge at the bottom, so that the stripes 

      run horizontally across the template.   Cut out the triangle and mark the bottom edge (B).

 Place the saved blue triangle (2) on top of the roof triangle (3), right sides together, so that the 

     (R) edge of the sky triangle lays over the (B) edge of the roof triangle.    (Fig  #)                  

Sew a ¼” seam on the right hand side of this triangle sandwich (2-3).   Press seam open.

Lay this (2-3) triangle face up on the table with the roof triangle (3) at the bottom.

Take your large blue triangle (1) and fold it in half to mark the centre of the hypotenuse.

Lay it on top, right sides together, of the pieced (2-3) unit, making sure to match the centre 

      point of (1) to the seam line of (2-3).                                                                                                                                             Sew ¼” seam along the long side.  Press seam open. It will look like  (Fig  *)
Trim the block to a 5 ½” square as follows:

        Place this unit facing you with the roof section at the bottom.

       Place your 6” square-up ruler with the 450 line along the long diagonal seam line and the

         5 ½” marks on the bottom of the ruler on both long and short seam lines of the roof.

       Trim right side and top.  Flip unit, reposition ruler for a 5 ½” square and trim both sides.
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                 Cabana unit:
From the wider striped fabric, cut a 5 ½” square  
                  OR   for pieced cabana

Cut 5—1 ½” x 5 ½” strips from 2 or 3 different coloured fabrics.

Sew these 5 strips together, alternating colours, along their long edges, to get a 5 ½” square.

N.B.  Before sewing the top and bottom units together, you might want to add some trim, such as lace, fringe, beads, etc., to jazz up your cabana.

Sew the cabana unit, with the stripes running vertically, to the bottom roof edge (B) of the sky/roof unit to get a 5 ½”x 10 ½” completed rectangle.   (Fig   @)
 N.N.B    Also, if you wish, you could add a flag, ribbon, pompom, etc., at the top of the roof or add any other embellishments you wish to your cabana.

 P.S.  This block is a lot easier to make than to describe.

          If you have any questions call Lidia 613-523-2348 or Carole 613-738-9570 
Have fun—let loose—enjoy your summer!
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