Block of the Month—April 2007

Whimsical Square

For May 2007

     Congratulations to Sheila Hill who took home 13 blocks (52 gems) submitted by 9 participants at the March meeting.  Thanks also to the members who continue to return their completed charity basket blocks; you can still do so for the remaining meetings.

     We know everyone is feverishly trying to complete their works of art for our upcoming quilt show, therefore, this month we will be doing a simple block that frames a square showcasing your whimsical theme fabric.  Use nice bright colours to welcome our long awaited spring.

Fabric requirements:  -Bright whimsical theme fabric 

                                  -Black and white fabric with evenly balanced amounts of white and black (stripes, checks, polka dots, etc)

                                  -1 coordinating bright fabric (red, blue, orange, green, yellow, purple, hot pink) that reads as a solid e.g. tone-on-tone, small print, etc.

Assembly:

     -From the theme fabric, cut a 6 ½” square.

     -From the black and white fabric, cut 2 strips 1 ½” x 6 ½”. 

     -Sew each strip to the right and left hand sides of your 6 ½” square.

     -Press seam toward the black and white strip. 

     -Again, from the black and white fabric, cut 2 strips 1 ½” x 8 ½”.

     -Sew these strips to the top and bottom of the above unit.

     -Again, press toward the black and white strip.

     -From the bright coloured fabric, cut 2 strips 2 ½” x 8 ½”.

     -Again, sew each strip to the right and left sides of your now 8 ½” square.

     -Press seam toward the black and white strip.

     -Again, from the bright coloured fabric, cut 2 strips 2 ½” x 12 ½”.

     -Sew these strips to the top and bottom of the unit.

     -Again, press toward the black and white strip.

You should now have a 12 ½” square.

     We think you will be pleased with the overall effect of these blocks after they are assembled.  Despite the diversity of the center blocks, the black and white frames will provide enough contrast and repetition in the design to tie everything together in a dramatic and fun way. 

      Try it!  You’ll like it!

